
SAINT ANTHONY 
Our Mission: May Christ’s grace renew us  

to exercise His gifts. (see Rom 12:4-6) 
 

Reverend Joseph Onyango Oiye, I.M.C. 
Reverend Martin Frias-Guardado 

Deacon Bernard Schwartze 
 326 South 3rd St.     

Sterling, Colorado 80751 
(970)522-6422 

 

For Sacramental Emergencies,  
please call (970)522-6422, press 1.   

 

Church Email: parish@saintanthonyssterling.org 
Church Website: www.saintanthonyssterling.org 
 

Holy Mass 
Saturday Vigil .……...…..…….….......5:00 p.m. 
Sunday............................7:00 a.m., 9:00 a.m. 
Domingo (en Español)….................12:00 p.m. 
Mon., Wed., Thu., Fri.…………….....12:00 p.m. 
Tue..................................................5:30 p.m. 
Saturday……..….……......………..…..8:00 a.m.   

Sacrament of Reconciliation:   
Saturday……………………......….... 3:30 p.m.  

 and 30 minutes before scheduled Masses 
 

First Friday—Eucharistic Exposition 
 

SAINT CATHERINE OF SIENA  
Physical Address:  111 S. 5th St., Iliff, CO 

 

 Eucharistic Celebrations:  
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sunday....................10:00 a.m. 
2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..8:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
2nd and 4th Sunday ………………...…..7:30 a.m. 

         December 14, 2025 

       Third Sunday of Lent 

Our Lady of Guadalupe; Empress of America; From the North Pole to the South Pole 
Three apparitions of the Virgin Mary are officially recognized by the Universal Church: 
1. Apparition of the Virgin of Guadalupe, December 12, 1531, in Mexico; 2. Apparition of the Virgin of 
Lourdes, February 11, 1858, in France; 3. Apparition of the Virgin of Fatima, May 13, 1917, in Portugal 
In this article I will focus on the apparition of the Virgin of Guadalupe on December 12, 1531. I will  
briefly discuss 3 important aspects of this event; Brief history, purpose of the apparition, and brief  
explanation of the ayate (tilma). 
History: The Virgin Mary appeared in Mexico on December 12, 1531, in a historical context of   
conquest. The Spaniards have arrived in America, a new continent, and have advanced in their  
discovery of the new world inland, from Vera Cruz to Tenochtitlan, capital of the Mexica empire.  
Together with the desire to conquer new lands for the Kingdom of Spain, the Catholic Church also  
undertakes a new mission of evangelization; missionaries are interested in winning souls for the  
Kingdom of God. The mission of evangelization in the new continent is terribly damaged by the brutal 
inhuman acts against the inhabitants of these lands. The Missionaries preach justice, equality, love of 
God; the natives are mistreated and enslaved by the conquistadors; This situation gives rise to  
rebellions and wars. In this historical context, the Virgin Mary appears to appease wars and reconcile 
the conquerors with the natives. Purpose of the apparition: The purpose of the apparition of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe is to proclaim the gospel; that is, to proclaim Jesus, her Son, who is love and mercy and 
who wants only the good of all the peoples of the earth. For this mission of evangelization, she appears 
to Juan Diego and asks him to be her messenger before the ecclesiastical authority in order to carry out 
this important mission of evangelization. The ayate (tilma): The ayate is a codex written in Nahuatl. 
The codex is a story written using drawn figures that contain a specific meaning. There are two  
important figures (drawings) that express Mary's purpose in her apparition, the Nahui Ollin, the  
four-petaled flower on her dress at the height of her belly; and the cross on the brooch of her dress at 
the height of her neck. The Nahui Ollin flower in the virgin's dress is read by the Mexica as the symbol 
that represents the presence of God, fullness, the center of space and time; that is, the Virgin of  
Guadalupe is the Mother of God, Mary of Nazareth, Mother of Jesus. The cross on the brooch of the 
Virgin's dress is read by the Mexica as the symbol of the new Christian faith preached by the  
missionaries. In short, Mary of Guadalupe is the Mother of the Christian God preached by missionaries. 
There is much more to write about the ayate, but that will be another time. Thank you.  

Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe;Emperatriz de América; desde el polo norte hasta el polo sur 
Tres apariciones de la Virgen María son reconocidas oficialmente por la Iglesia Universal:   
1. Aparición de la Virgen de Guadalupe, 12 de diciembre de 1531, en México; 2. Aparición de la Virgen 
de Lourdes, 11 de febrero de 1858, en Francia; 3. Aparición de la Virgen de Fátima, 13 de mayo de 
1917, en Portugal. En este articulo me enfocare en la aparición de la Virgen de Guadalupe el 12 de 
diciembre de 1531. Tratare, brevemente, 3 aspectos importantes de este acontecimiento; breve  
historia, propósito de la aparición y breve explicación del ayate (tilma). 
Historia: La Virgen María se aparece en México el 12 de diciembre de 1531 en un contexto histórico 
de conquista. Los españoles han llegado a América, un nuevo continente, y han avanzado en su  
descubrimiento del nuevo mundo tierra adentro, desde Vera Cruz hasta Tenochtitlan, capital del  
imperio Mexica. Juntamente con el afán de conquistar nuevas tierras para el Reino de España,  
también la Iglesia católica emprende una nueva misión de evangelización; los misioneros están  
interesados en conquistar almas para el Reino de Dios. La misión de evangelización en el nuevo  
continente es terriblemente dañada por los brutales actos inhumanos en contra de los habitantes de 
estas tierras. Los Misioneros predican justicia, igualdad, amor de Dios; los nativos son maltratados y 
esclavizados por los conquistadores; esta situación da lugar a rebeliones y guerras. En este contexto 
histórico aparece la Virgen María para apaciguar las guerras y reconciliar a los conquistadores con los 
nativos. Propósito de la aparición: El propósito de la aparición de la Virgen de Guadalupe es  
proclamar el evangelio; es decir, proclamar a Jesús, su hijo, que es amor y misericordia y que solo 
quiere el bien de todos los pueblos de la tierra. Para esta misión de evangelización se aparece a Juan 
Diego y le pide que sea su mensajero ante la autoridad eclesiástica para poder llevar acabo esta  
importante misión de evangelización. El ayate (tilms): El ayate es un códice escrito en Náhuatl. El 
códice es una historia escrita usando figuras dibujadas que encierran un significado especifico. Hay 
dos figuras (dibujos) importantes que expresan el propósito de María en su aparición, el Nahui Ollin, la 
flor de cuatro pétalos en su vestido a la altura de su vientre; y la cruz en el broche de su vestido a la 
altura de su cuello. La flor de Nahui Ollin en el vestido de la virgen es leído por los Mexicas como el 
símbolo que representa la presencia de Dios, la plenitud, el centro del espacio y del tiempo; es decir, 
La virgen de Guadalupe es la Madre de Dios, María de Nazaret, Madre de Jesús. La cruz en el  
broche del vestido de la Virgen es leída por los Mexicas como el símbolo de la nueva fe en el dios 
cristiano que predican los misioneros. En resumen, María de Guadalupe es la Madre del Dios cristiano 
que predican los misioneros. Hay mucho más que escribir sobre el ayate, pero eso será en otra  

ocasión. Gracias. Fr. Martin Frías 

SACRED HEART  
Physical Address: 621 Logan St.,  Peetz, CO 

 

Eucharistic Celebrations:  
1st, 3rd, and 5th  Sunday .……….………...8:00 a.m. 
2nd and 4th Sunday...........……......10:00 a.m. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
1st, 3rd, and 5th  Sunday .……….………...7:30 a.m. 



 

 

 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE 

Sunday, December 14 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 35:1-6a, 10 / Jas 5:7-10 / Mt 11:2-11 
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians 
                                7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Julio & +Mildred Marostica 

                  8:00 a.m. St. Catherine Mass +Joe, +Lillian, and   
                                                +Gerald A. Cucarola 
                   9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Mel Fritzler 
10:00 a.m. Sacred Heart Mass Parishioners of all 3 parishes 
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions 
 

Monday, December 15 
Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a / Mt 21:23-27 
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Philosophy Seminarians 
8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Beverly Ellsworth 
 

Tuesday, December 16 
Zep 3:1-2, 9-13 / Mt 21:23-27 
Vocational Intention - 1st & 2nd Year Theology Seminarian Pts 
8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Carolyn Harley-Brooks 
5:00 p.m. Liturgy of the Hours–Associates of the Sisters  
                     of St. Francis-All welcome (lift door - Parish Center) 
 

Wednesday, December 17 
Gn 49:2, 8-10 / Mt 1:1-17 
Vocational Intention - 3rd & 4th Year Theology Seminarians 
 8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass Leo Lechman 
9:00 a.m. Legion of Mary (lift door - Parish Center)    
 

Thursday, December 18 
Jer 23:5-8 / Mt 1:18-25  
Vocation Intention – Vocations Ministry 
8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Ronald Weingardt 

 

Friday, December 19 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a / Lk 1:5-25 
Vocation Intention - Pastoral Year Seminarians 
   8:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Dorothy Kaus 
 

Saturday, December 20 
Is 7:10-14 / Lk 1:26-38 
Vocation Intention - 1st & 2nd Year College Seminarian 
3:30 – 4:30 p.m. St. Anthony  Confessions   
 5:00 p.m. St. Anthony Mass +Robert Quint  
 

Sunday, December 21 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24 
Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians 
                                7:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Virginia & +Bob Kloberdanz 
                   9:00 a.m. St. Anthony Mass +Bill, +Jody, & +Dan Etl 
12:00 p.m. St. Anthony Sp Mass Presiding Priest’s Intentions 

 

 
If you or someone you know is struggling & would like to talk 
to a counselor, St. Raphael Counseling is there to help. They 
are in Denver, at (720)377-1359, and can schedule a free 
consultation. 
 

Baptism: Baptism forms are available online at our website: 
saintanthonyssterling.org. Please complete all forms, including the 
godparent forms, and return them to the parish office. 
 
Sacrament of Marriage: Notify the Parish office eight months in 
advance of proposed marriage date to allow for adequate preparation. 
 
Anointing of the Sick: Please notify the Parish office if someone is ill, 
homebound, or in need of the sacrament. 
 
Quinceañera Ministry: Please call Caroline Lopez (970)466-1006 for 
any questions or interest in celebration. Notify at least one year in 
advance of proposed date for adequate preparation. 
 
St. Anthony Pastoral Council Members: Eddie Baughman, 
Cyler Beeson, Mike Ehrmann, Bernice Reed, Mark Unrein, & 
Bobbi Zen. 
 
St. Anthony Finance Council Members: Les Archuleta,  
David Lorenzo, Ron Marostica, Kristin Nichols, & Adam Rose. 
 
 

St. Anthony of Padua, Sterling 
                                       December 7 offertory:    $12,797.00 
December 7 maintenance:    $10,485.00 
We ask that you PLEASE use a separate check for 
maintenance donations as those contributions go into a 
different bank account. Thank you 

 

 

Let us remember those who are sick and suffering: 

George Bannoura, George Hernandez, Don Sypert, Larry  
Guilds, Paula Abbott, Michael Salmon, Skip Bayley, Pat 
Simpson, John Loos Sr., John Feather, Mike Roelle, Bob  
Mogus, Eddie Baughman, Irma Schell, Kolbe Godsey, Jan 
Cristello, Maddox Piel  
    To add someone to the prayer list please contact the parish office at (970)522-6422. 
                             Names will remain on the list for a minimum of two weeks. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Prayers and Condolences are offered to the 
families of Mary Ann Bellendir, Kenneth 
Dillie, Alberta Smart, and Anna Marie 
Mendez.  May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 

 

The Knights of Columbus will host their 
annual Christmas Party Sunday, 
December 14 at 5:30pm, in the 

Knights Hall. All Knights, Auxiliary members, & their 
families are invited. The turkey, stuffing, mashed potatoes, 
& gravy will be furnished by the Knights. Please bring 
your favorite side dish or dessert to share with others. We 
ask that you consider bringing some cans of food for the 
Cooperating Ministries of Logan County to help others in 
need. 

 
 
 

 

Young at Heart will meet Monday, 
December 15 at 6:00pm, in the 
Knights of Columbus Hall. Come & join 

the fun while enjoying some good food. Please bring 
a side dish to share. A main course will be provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“And the word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us…” 
The Women’s Ministry will meet on 
Saturday, December 20 from 

8:30am to 9:30am in Hagus Hall.  Our souls yearn for 
simplicity. Please join us this Christmastime as we turn 
off, dial down, and pull away from the frenzy of our 
complex, hyper programmed world to restore a fresh 
wonder of the gift of God’s Grace and the true meaning of 
Christmas. All women of the parish are invited to attend 
and bring a friend! Coffee and refreshments will be served. 
Merry Christmas! 

 
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Masses 

Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
Sacred Heart – 6:00 pm Fr. Joseph 
St. Anthony – 6:00 pm Fr. Martin 
Thursday, December 25, 2025 

St. Anthony – Midnight Fr. Joseph 
 9:00 am Fr. Martin 

12:00 pm(Sp) Fr. Martin 
St. Catherine – 10:00 am Fr. Joseph 

 
 
 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God    
           Mass times 
Wednesday, December 31, 2025 
     St. Anthony 6:00 pm Fr. Martin 
     St. Catherine 6:00 pm Fr. Joseph 

        Thursday, January 1, 2026 
   St. Anthony 9:00 am Fr. Joseph 
   Sacred Heart 10:00 am Fr. Martin 

   St. Anthony 12:00 pm(Sp) Fr. Joseph 
 
The staff of St. Anthony’s, St. Catherine’s, 
& Sacred Heart would like to extend our 
gratitude to the wonderful owners of 
Halouska Family-Chaney Reager & 

Tennant Funeral Homes for their generosity. Every 
Christmas season they graciously pay for next year’s 
calendars, allowing us to choose which themes & 
pictures best represent our faith & beliefs. As one 
owner famously said when we thanked him “You do all 
the hard work, I just pay the bill.” Without their help, 
we would not be able to have such fine calendars 
available to you, our parishioners. If you happen to see 
them out & about, you may just want to say “Thanks.” 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                            St. Catherine of Siena, Iliff 
          www.saintcatherinesiliff.org 

          December 7 offertory: $1058.00 
        Sunday, December 21  8:00am 

Children’s Mass 
                       FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
                 Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24 
             Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians

Sacristans: The Husses 

Lector: Children 
Servers: Aniston, Bailey, and Easton 

EMHC: Jeri, Sonny, and Tim 
Gift Bearers: Children 

St. Catherine Finance Council: Tim Anderson, Randy Gerk, & Tom Huss 
 
         
 
 
            

     Sacred Heart, Peetz 
        www.sacredheartpeetz.org.org 

        December 7 offertory: $1057.00 
          Sunday, December 21 10:00am 
                         FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Is 7:10-14 / Rom 1:1-7 / Mt 1:18-24 
               Vocation Intention - Spirituality Year Seminarians  

Sacristan: Melinda 
Lector: Lainey Uhlir 

Servers: Henry Sinnett, Colton & Grayson Sintler 
Gift Bearers: Larry Roelle Family 

 

Coffee & Donuts 1st Sunday of the month after Mass 
 Church Potluck 4th Sunday of the month after Mass 
  Sacred Heart Fin. Council: R. Fehringer, E. Gardiner, & P. Schumacher 

 
                                                       

Do you know someone that needs help with healing from 
separation & divorce? A weekly Healing from Separation & 

Divorce program will start January 13, 2026, from 7-8:30 pm. Topics 
include self-image, loneliness, stress, forgiveness, children, & more. 
This 12-week healing program will meet over Zoom so no travel 
is required. Register at: Divorceministryteam@gmail.com. 
 
 
 
 

Advertiser of the week: 

 
 

 
         
 
 
 
 

Bulletin announcement MUST be submitted by noon Wednesday for 
that weekend’s bulletin.  Email: parish@saintanthonyssterling.org  

Parish Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 8:00 am – Noon, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

CLOSED 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm 
(970)522-6422 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/87820261460176978/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quincea%C3%B1era
http://www.saintcatherinesiliff.org/
http://www.sacredheartpeetz.org.org/
mailto:Divorceministryteam@gmail.com
mailto:parish@saintanthonyssterling.org
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjkyfK3tpPLAhWKOSYKHRJwBV8QjRwIBw&url=http://stcatherineofsienachurch.homestead.com/&psig=AFQjCNEY-PURS4zQmz0_Cv4xB1EBeRyZZw&ust=1456507220507802






     Remember 

Sacred Heart Parish 

      in your will

Reliable Service. Competitive Rates 

HUSS 
Mowing Service 

David Huss 
(970)520-3522

Remember 

 St. Catherine Parish

       in your will 

Knights of Columbus 
 Sterling Council 

 No. 1559 
  Gr. Knight: Robert Schell 
Fin. Secretary: Dennis Boren 
  Meeting Nights 2nd & 4th Thurs  
Rosary 7:00pm   Meeting 7:30pm 
      Knights of Columbus Hall 

Remember  
St. Anthony 

Parish 
in your will

Please name 
The Catholic 

Foundation in your 
will for the benefit 

of our parishes. 

Pregnant? 
Need help? 

Call Project Gabriel 
1-800-713-3021

231 Broadway St. Sterling CO
(970)522-5563

Saint Anthony Parish
Line

Saint Anthony Parish
Line

Saint Anthony Parish
Line




